
August 9, 2017 

 

The Honorable Susan Collins 

United States Senate 

413 Dirksen Senate Office Building  

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senator Collins,  

 

The California Task Force on Family Caregiving is pleased to support S.1028 to convene a 

Family Caregiving Advisory Council and create a National Family Caregiving Strategy.  

 

The California Task Force on Family Caregiving (Task Force) was convened through ACR 38 

(Brown) to examine challenges faced by California’s family caregivers and make a set of policy 

recommendations to the California Legislature by July 2018.1 Although the Task Force’s work is 

focused on state-level, we recognize the value of a unifying federal initiative to examine and 

guide efforts to better support family caregivers and the important work that they do. 

 

California’s 4.4 million family caregivers are the cornerstone to long term services and supports 

(LTSS) for older adults in need of assistance.2  While holding together the U.S.’ LTSS system, 

support for caregivers themselves remains fragmented. Consequently, caregivers are 

unrecognized across most service settings, and are often alone in facing high physical, emotional 

and financial demands from caregiving.3 We anticipate the number of Americans facing these 

demands will grow given an aging population and the rising costs of formal services. 

 

Recently, the third generation of the National Long Term Supports and Services Scorecard was 

released.4 Support for family caregivers is one of the five criteria on which states are ranked in 

this report. While there have been improvements in LTSS since its initial publication in 2011, the 

2017 report concludes that the current rate of change is too slow given growing needs.  

 

The Task Force agrees that it is time to pick up the pace of change in recognizing and supporting 

family caregivers, and believe that a federal initiative led by experts across departments could be 

integral to this goal. Thus, the California Task Force on Family Caregiving voted unanimously to 

offer its support for S. 1028 at its August 5th, 2017 meeting.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Donna Benton, PhD & Sandra Fitzpatrick 

Chair and Co-Chair of the California Task Force on Family Caregiving 
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